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Ester, v. "18.-=Fet all this 
availeth me nothing, 
see Mordecai the Jew, 
the king’s gate. 

Ahasuerus was king of the ex- 
tensive, populous, and powerful 
realm of Media and Persia. Ha- 
man was a nobleman in bis splendid 
court. Asa reward for services 
which Haman was supposed to 
have rendered to the state, Ahasu- 
erus, who was an absolute mon- 
arch, had highly promoted him, 
and set him above all the princes of 
the kingdom. “All the king’s 
servants, that were in the king’s 
gate, bowed and reverenced Ha- 
man: for the king had so com- 
manded concerning him.” 

At this time, a great part of the 
Jewi-h nation had been reduced to 
captivity, in the dominions of Aha- 
suerus. Among these captives, 
was a man, named Mordecai, who 
sat, from day to day, in the king’s 
gate. This man, for reasons not 
mentioned, refused to bow and do 
reverence to Haman. “Then 
was Haman full of wrath,” and, 
scorning to lay hands on Mordecai 
alone, “ sought to destroy all the 
Jews that were throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.”” In 
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sulting 
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pursuance of this revengeful and 
bloody design, this haughty noble- 
man prevailed on the king to issue 
letters to the governors of all his 
provinces, commanding them to 
destroy, to kill, and to cause to 
perish, all Jews, both young and 
old, little children and women, in 
one day.” 

This murderous edict threw the 
Jews into terror and distress, and 
led Mordecai to seek the interposi- 
tion of Esther the queen, who, hap- 
pily for her nation, was a Jewess. 
Esther, dressed in her royal appar- 
el, approached the king, who held 
out to her the golden sceptre, and 
promised to grant her request, even 
to the half of the kingdom. Es- 
ther modestly requested, that the 
king and Haman would come to 
the banquet, which she had pre- 
pared. They came accordingly : 
and the king here repeated his 
promise. Esther simply repeated 
her request, that the king and Ha- 
man would come again to her ban- 
quet, on the morrow. 

“Then went Haman forth that 
day, joyful and with a glad heart : 
but when Haman saw Mordecai in 
the king’s gate, that he stood not 
up, nor moved fur him, he was full 
of indignation against Mordecai. 
Nevertheless, Haman refrained 
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himself: and when he came home, 
he sent and called for his friends, 
and Zeresh his wife. And Haman 
told them of the glory of his riches, 
wand the multitude of his children, 
and all the things wherein the 
king had promoted him, and how 
he had advanced him above the 
princes and servants of the king. 
Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther 
the queen did let no man come in 
with the king unto the banquet 
that she had prepared, but myself; 
and to-morrow am I invited unto 
her also with the king. Yet all 
this availeth me nothing, so long as 
I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at 
the king's gate. 

Haman was a proud, haughty 
nobleman. It appears that his 
ruling passion ws the love of hon- 
our. This passion was crossed 
by the refusal of Mordecai to pay 
him obeisance: and so long as 
this was crossed, no situation could 
make him happy: he could not en- 


joy any of the favours, which the 


royal bounty had lavished upon 
him. Hence arises this general 
observation, that nothing can make 
that man happy, whose ruling pas- 
ston is crossed. 

This observation may be illus- 
trated by answering two enquiries. 

I. What is to be understood by 
one’s ruling passion? And, 

II. Why can nothing make him 
happy, whose ruling passion is 
crossed ? 

I. What is to be understood by 
one’s ruling passion ? 

The human mind, or spirit, is 
cemposed of what is termed the 
understanding or intellect, and of 
what is termed the heart or will. 
The understanding includes all 
those powers and faculties, which 
operate independently of the will. 
Thus, perception, memory, judg- 
uient, imagination and conscience, 
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are powers or faculties of the un- 
derstanding. ‘The same may be 
said of those involuntary emotions 
of the mind, which are commonly 
called natural affections, such as 
wonder, excited by a strange ob- 
ject, surprise, excited by an unex 

pected event, fear, produce xd by the 
apprehension of harm, joy, produc- 
ed by the acquisition of good, sor- 

row, excited by the loss of good, the 
feelings, which parents have to- 
wards their children, and the sym- 
pathy which all have with a fellow- 
creature in distress. ‘These, 
all similar affections of the mind, 
arise in view of their proper ob- 
jects, without, and often against the 
will. They therefore belong to 
the intellect, and not to the heart 

They are motives to the will; bu: 
not exercises of the will, 

The heart consists of all those 
affections and exercises of the mind, 
which may properly be termed vol- 
untary.. Love, hatred, desire, aver- 
sion, choice, refusal, intention, 
sign, and such like acts of the 
mind, belong to the heart; for 
they can never take place without 
or against the will. 

A desire of the hear when 
weak and immanent, i. does 
not excite to external effo.t to ob- 
tain its object, is commonly called 
an affection. But when a desire 
of the heart becomes strong and 
emanant, i.e. excites to external 
effort to obtain its object; it is then 
commonly called a passion. Man- 
kind have many and various de- 
sires of thiskind. And among his 
numerous and various desires, eve- 
ry man has some one, which may 
be properly called his ruling pas- 
sion. This is that desire which a 
man has for the ultimate and chiet 
object of all his pursuits. Every 
man has some object, or end, in 
view, which, in his estimation, i: 
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more valuable thari any other, and 
to which all other objects of his de- 
sires are subordinate. Thus, one 
man pursues honour, as his ulti- 
mate object; another pursues rich- 
es, as his ultimate object; and 
another pursues power, as his ulti- 
mate object. Whatever any one 
desires or asks, it is with a view to 
attain his ultimate and chief end. 
And the desire which one has for 
his ultimate and chief end, is his 
ruling passion ; as it must necessar- 
ily be stronger than all his other 
passions, and hold them in subjec- 
tion. In order to gratify the desire 


for his ultimate and chief object of 


pursuit, a mon will forego the grat- 
ification of every other desire of his 
heart. Thus pride is the ruling 
passion of the man, whose ultimate 


object is honour; avarice is the 


ruling passion of the man, whose 
ultimate object is riches ; and am- 
bition is the ruling passion of the 
man, whose ultimate object is pow- 
er. Every man’s ruling passion is 


the desire which he has for the ul- 
timate and chief object of his affec- 
tions and pursuits. This being as- 
certained, the way is prepared to 
answer the second enquiry propos- 
ed. 

II. Why can nothing make that 
man happy, whose ruling passion is 
crossed ? 

That this is the fact, is unques- 
tionable. No man, however eligi- 
ble his circumstances in other re- 
spects, was ever happy, while his 
ruling passion, or, in other words, 
his supreme desire, was crossed 
and disappointed. Though Haman 
had great wealth and numerous 
friends; though he enjoyed the 
esteem and confidence of his sov- 
ereign, and had been promoted to 
the highest offices of power and 
trust, in the great empire of the 
Medes and Persians; yet all these 
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things gave him no satisfaction or 
contentment, while his pride, his 
ruling passion, was mortified, and 
the unyielding Mordecai daily re- 
fused to bow down to him and do 
him homage. “All this availeth 
me nothing (exclaimed he) so long 
as T see Mordecai the Jew sitting 
in the king’s gate.” 

Alexander had no peace of mind, 
while there remained any region 
of the known world unsubdued by 
his arms; and even when he had 
made himself master of the globe, 
he sat down and wept, because 
bounds were at length set to the 
gratification of his :uling passion, 
and there was not another world 
for him to conquer. 

Let any one look into his own 
breast and ponder the feelings of 
his own mind ; and he will soon be 
convinced, that a failure to obtain 
the object of his chief desire, ever 
mars his happiness. And every 
one, who attentively observes the 
conduct of those around him, must 
be satisfied, that they ever mani- 
fest uneasiness and mental distress, 
whenever defeated in the ultimate 
object of their pursuit. The man, 
whose ruling passion is pride, ever 
appears unhappy, when he fails to 
obtain honour: the man, whose 
ruling passion is avarice, ever ap- 
pears unhappy, when he fails to ob- 
tain riches: and the man, whose 
ruling passion is ambition, is ever 
unhappy, when he fails to obtain 
power. 

It is now time to show, if it can 
be done, why nothing can make 
him happy whose ruling passion is 
crossed. 

Happiness consists in the grati- 
fication of one’s desires. He, 
whose desires are wll gratified, is 
perfectly happy. And, on the otlr- 
er hand, just so far as any one’s de- 
sires are counteracted, his happi- 
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ness is diminished ; and he, whose 
desires are all crossed, must be 
completely wretched. The stron- 
ger the passion, which a man feels 
for any particular object of pursuit, 
the more unhappy will he be, if he 
fails to obtain it. Here, then, it 
may be observed, 


1. That, as every man’s ruling 
passion is, of course, the most 
strong and ardent of all his desires; 
so, when that is crossed, the grati- 
fication of any, or of all his other 
passions, were that possible, would 
not make amends for the uneasi- 
ness and chagrin, which he must 
necessarily suffer. He will feel an 
“aching void,” which nothing can 
fill. The gratification of any other 
desire, appears but a trifling good, 
when contrasted with the loss of 
the object of our ruling passion.— 
Haman esteemed his wealth and 
power as of little value, so long as 
his honour was wounded. What 
avails it, in the estimation of the 
avaricious man, that he is elevated 
to posts of honour and command, 
if deprived of wealth? How little 
is wealth or honour valued by the 
ambitious map, if divested 
power, and reduced to servitude ? 


Such is the strength and ardour of 


the ruling passion, that the unhap- 
piness occasioned by crossing it, 
must ever greatly overbalonce the 
pleasure which would be produced 
by the complete gratification of all 
the rest. But, 


2. When a man’s ruling passion 
is crossed, but few of his other 


desires can be gratified. 
not all the desires of men, centre 
in one supreme desire. Every 
one’s ruling passion virtually in- 
clades his other desires; or, in the 
words of the poet, 


One master passion in the human breast, 
Like Aaron’s serpent, swallows up the 
rest. 
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When, therefore, one’s ruling 
passion is crossed, he is scarcely 
gratified in any thing. A failure, 
as to one’s ultimate end, is virtual- 
ly the loss of every subordinate 
end. Haman did not feel as if he 
had gained any desirable object, 
so long as his pride was checked 
and he was oblige to brook the 
contempt of a Jew. When that, 
upon which one places his supreme 
affection, is denied ; he feels as if 
he possessed nothing. “Ye have 
taken away my gods, said Micah, 
and what have I more?” He, 
whose ruling passion is crossed, 
must ever feel poor, and miserable, 
and wretched. 

INFERENCES. 

1. If nothing can make that 
man happy whose ruling passion is 
crossed ; then nothing can deprive 
that man of happiness, whose rul- 
ing passion is gratified. He, who 
attains the object of his supreme 
desire, can very patiently bear the 
loss of all thingselse. He is virtu- 
ally possessed of whatever he sought 
with a view to his ultimate end. If 
some streams of pleasure are dried 
up, still he has access to the fountain 
ofenjoyment. As happiness con- 
sists in the gratification of desire ; 
he, whose first desire is granted, 
must enjoy a happiness sufficient 
to overbalance all the evil, which 
hecan be made toundergo. The 
gratification of all one’s subordi- 
nate desires, will not yield him so 
much happiness, as the gratifica- 
tion of his supreme desire. Hence 


2. We may infer, that saints have 
an unfailing source of happiness, 
even in this life. They here expe- 
rience much tribulation ; and here 
they are often viewed, by the wick- 
ed, as of all men most miserable 
But this is agross mistake. ‘Though 
saints do not enjoy perfect happi 
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ness, on this side of heaven; yet, 
notwithstanding all their trials and 
sufferings, they have, in this world, 
an unfeiling and permanent source 

happiness. heir ruling pas- 
sion is gratified. Disinterested 
benevolence is their ruling passion, 
which seeks and delights in the 
greatest good of the universe. The 
same object, they believe, is de+ 
sired and pursued by Him, who 
governs the world, and whose un- 
derstanding is infinite, and whose 
power is resistless. Hence they 
are ever persuaded, that all things 
and events, however evil and dark 
in themselves, are working togeth- 
er to accomplish the supreme de- 
sire of their hearts. They have, 
therefore, what Solomon calls a con- 
tinual teast—a contented mind, un- 
der all the allotments of providence 
This is a permanent source of en- 
joyment. 

But, the wicked are not so. 
sources of their 
carious. 


The 
h»ppiness are pre- 
They may sometimes ob- 


tain their heart’s desire ; whether 


it be riches, honour, or power. But 
they are ever liabie, by a thousand 
accidents, to be stripped of these ob- 
jects of their supreme affection, and 
made extremely wretched. 

Saints have a hundred fold more 
happiness, in this life, than the un- 
godly. The promise of the pres- 
ent life, as well as of that which is 
to come, is made to godliness. 

3. It may be inferred, irom 
what has been said, that God wil 
attain the ultimate end, for which 
he created the world. If he should 
fail of this, his supreme desire 
would be crossed; and then noth- 
ing in the universe could make 
him happy. God cannot be bless- 
ed forever, without completely at- 
taining the ultimate end of crea- 
tion. God made all things for him- 
self—for his glory and blessed- 
ness. This end he will accom- 
plish, in the best manner, and to 
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the highest degree. If he should 
failin this, he would be crossed 
and disappointed, and of all beings 
the most unhappy. It is as certain 
that the Governor of the world will 
succeed in making every object, 
every creature, and every event, 
promote his glory and the good of 
his kingdom, as itis, that he is God, 
blessed forever. 

4. Our subject shows us,with what 
justice the sacred writers charge 
the wicked with folly. Their great 
pursuit is happiness. This each 
one expects to obtain by the grati- 
fication of his ruling passion.— 
The ruling passions of the wicked 
are various. One has a supreme 
desire for riches; another, for 
honour ; another, for sensual grati- 
fication; another, for power.— 
Now these objects are ever 
uncertain of attainment, preca- 
rious in the possession, and un- 
satisfying in their nature. The 
ruling passion of the wicked, can 
never be but partially gratified, 
even in this life ; and, in the life 
to come, it will be crossed forever. 
There will be nothing in heaven or 
hell, to gratify the selfish desires of 
one of the wicked. 

Let saints be exhorted to keep 
themselves in the love of God.— 
Let your ruling passion ever be 
that true benevolence, or disinter- 
ested love which the law and the 
gospel require. This is both your 
duty, and your happiness. While 
you seek first the kingdom of God, 
you cannot but enjoy all the good 
you behold, and all the good which 
infinite power and goodness will 
produce. A supreme desire for 
the Divine glory and the greatest 
good of the universe is both a fore- 
taste, and an earnest of the joys of 
heaven. Let the love of God, then, 
rule in your hearts, subduing, yea, 
excluding every selfish, unholy de- 
sire, and “manifesting itself in what- 
ever things lv and of good 


' 
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report. Then will you walk wor- 
thy of your vocation—go on your 
way rejoicing— and have that peace 
which passeth understanding, and 
that joy which the world can 
neither give, nor take away. 

Let sinners . purify their hearts 
from every selfish passion, and be- 
come truly disinterested. ‘This is 
their incumbent and immediate du- 
ty. Every selfish passion is con- 
demned by the law of God, and by 
their own enlightened consciences. 
Unholy passions can be but par- 
tially gratified, in this world ; and, 
in the world to come, they must 
all be crossed. Sinners should 
consider, that their present peace 
and future happiness depend upon 
their giving God the supreme af- 
fection of their hearts, and exer- 
cising that charity which seeketh 
not her own. Let them, then, no 
longer seek their own things, ex- 
clusively and supremely ; but seek 
first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness : and thenthey will 
have contentment here, under all 
circumstances ; and will hereafter 


obtain the complete gratification of 


all the desires of their hearts. 
AMEN. 


———_ 
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[Continued from page 427.) 

10. Not guarding against false 
conversions. It is to be expected 
that the great deceiver will labour 
to produce as many false conver- 
sions as possible ; and that, in a 
time of revival, his efforts will be 
especially directed to that end.— 
Most of them, doubtless, are pro- 
duced by the excitement of the 
passions, where there is a deficien- 
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cy of light in the understanding.— 
Hence the great importance of in- 
struction to those who are awaken- 
ed; and the great danger of going 
on to stimulate the passions, while 
the understanding and conscience 
are neglected. To particulsrize 
all the dangers on this head, which 
we think exis at this day, would ex- 
ceed our limits. We can only touch 
upon one or two. The practice of 
hurrying awakened sinners from 
meeting to meeting, and of talking 
to them at every opportunity, with- 
out giving them time for retire- 
ment, and self-examination, and 
study of the scriptures, we think | 

full of danger; and especially, if 
what they hear, in general addres- 
ses and in personal conversation, is 
little adapted, as we fear it often is 

to lead them to a correct know!- 
edge of their own hearts. Unless 
they enter into their closets, and 
take time for calm reflection, and 
deliberate self-examination, in the 
light of divine truth, how can they 
be expected to attain that knowl- 
edge of themselves which is neces- 
sary to genuine and thorough con- 
viction of sin? In the hurry of 
their spirits, and the agitation of 
their minds, and the excitement of 
their fears, which the method of 
their treatment is too often adapted 
to produce, how can it be otherwise 
than that they should be greatly 
exposed to the delusions of Satan ’ 
I{they are plied incessantly with 
exhortations to submit, without be- 
ing carefully informed what sub- 
mission is, or without amy means 
of distinguishing between true sub- 
mission and false ; and especially, 
if they are exhorted to promise 
that they will submit in a given 
time, and make it a matter of cal- 
culation, how much more likely it 
is that they will deceive them- 
selves witha false and forced sub- 
mission than the contrary? The 
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manner in which awakened sin- 
ners are often prayed for, we think 
exposes them to peculiar danger. 
They have heard much of the effi- 
cacy of prayer, and have been point- 
edto numerous instances of such 
as have been converted in answer 
to prayer. ‘I'hey have, perhaps, 
heard their companions prayed for, 


and have marked the degree of 


earnestness and confidence with 
which the prayers appeared to be 
offered, which were succeeded by 
the relief of their distress, and the 
attainment of comfort. They ask 
to be prayed for, themselves, with 
raised expectations that the same 
prayers will be successful in their 
own case. The prayers are made 
in their presence, and they are ex- 
horted to submit before they rise 
from their knees. ‘They kneel 
down with the determination to do 
it. And while the prayers are of- 
fering up, they mark, with a palpi- 
tating heart, every word that is ut- 
tered, every degree of earnestness 


expressed, and every appearance of 


oufidence that the prayer will be 
heard. As soon as they think the 
same amount of prayer has been 
made for them that has proved suc- 
cessful for others, they feel reliev- 
ed. ‘The expectation that now 
they shall be converted, removes 
their distress. Their countenan- 
ces indicate that their burden is 
gone. They are inquired of, per- 
haps, if they do not feel better, and 
they answer in the affirmative.— 
Joytul congratulations succeed, 
and thanks are returned to God 
that another soul is brought into 
the kingdom. Now, such a course 
we think is the readiest way imagi- 
nable to produce a false conversion. 
And every practice of praying for 
sinners, in their presence, and by 
their request, that is not so man- 
aged as carefully to guard them 
igainst placing any dependence 
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upon those prayers, must be dange- 
rous to souls, in a high degree.— 
Far be it from us to discourage 
Christians from praying for sinners, 
or exhorting them to immediate 
and unreserved submission ; but 
let it not be done in suth a way as 
tends directly to destroy, instead of 
saving their souls. 

11. The hasty acknowledgment 
of persons as converted. We think 
much evil results from this; and 
we'know of no good to balance 
that evil. If an individual is really 
converted, what harm can result to 
him, or to others, from a little delay 
in the acknowledgment of it? Is 
not the d«nger of mistake of suffic- 
ient magnitude to justify a little 
caution on the part of his friends ? 
Are not the scripture evidences of 
a saving change of such a nature 
as require a little time to test their 
reality? Is not some time requisite 
for the examination of his own 
heart, and a comparison of his feel- 
ings with the scriptures, before he 
can have good grounds to indulge a 
hope? And what if this caution 
should, in some cases, be carried to 
an extreme ? What if a real con- 
vert should live for months without 
a hope, would that destroy his ex- 
perience, and endanger his soul ? 
But, on the other hand, if one has 
been the subject of a false conver- 
sion, the hasty acknowledgment 
of its genuineness might ruin him 
forever. If his friends treat him 
as a Christivn, their judgment will 
confirm and strengthen his own, 
and he will be likely to settle down 
upon his false hope, never to be 
shaken from it, till it is for ever too 
late. We fear that vast numbers 
are destroyed in this way. Anda 
hasty reception of the supposed sub- 
jects of @ revival into the church, 
we think is attended with the same 


danger, besides being productive 
of many other evils, 


That con- 
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verts were speedily received into 
the church in the apostie’s day, we 
think no proof that it ought to be 
done now. ‘The external circum- 
stances of the church then were 
different from what they are now ; 
and they had the aid of miraculous 
gifts, to guard against dangers, and 
rectify disorders. The church is 
now in a more settled state ; and 
no great inconvenience can result 
to converts themselves or to the 
church, from such a delay in their 
being received, as to give them an 
opportunity for self-examination, 
and the ehurch an opportunity to 
observe the fruits of their change. 
Ifa sufficient delay for these pur- 
poses should so diminish their fer- 
vour as to-teke away their inclina- 
tion to profess religion, we think it 
most likely that the same lapse of 
time after their being received 
would take away their inclination to 
live so as to adorn the profession 
they have too hastily made. Ifitis 


feared they will stray away, unless 
speedily received into the church, 
we think that difficulty might be 
guarded against by some otber 
means better than by a hasty re- 


ception aschurch members. The 
strength of a church does not con- 
sist in its numbers, but in its gra- 
ces. The filling it up with false 
converts is the way to destroy it.— 
We fear that the desire of counting 
numbers is too much indulged, 
even by good people ; and that if 
it does not receive a timely check, 
it will not only lead to the ruin of 
those who are too hastily received, 
but be productive of great and in- 
creasing mischiefs to future gene- 
rations. 

12. Injudicious treatment of 
young converts. We think the 
treatment which those who are re- 
ally converted often receive, is such 
as js adapted greatly to injure them. 
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Their feelings are usually warm ; 
the change they have experienced 
is great ; their sense of the things of 
religion is lively ; and they are us- 
wally disposed to be rather forward, 
than otherwise, to speak and to pray 
in the presence of others. And it 
is usually matter of high gratifica- 
tion to old Christians to hear how 
the young converts talk, and now 
they pray. -And perhaps, without 
thinking that there is any danger 
attending it, they are generally dis- 
posed to put them forward. But 

we think a little reflection would 
convince old Christians that there 
is great danger attending it. Young 
converts have but just begun to 
know these things from experience 

They have not learned to discrimi- 
nate. They have not discovered 
their own ignorance and imperfec- 
tions. They are liable to think 
that all the pleasant feelings they 

have, are right feelings, And, no 
doubt, at this time, they think vast- 
ly more highly of themselves than 

they ought to think. Under such 
circumstances, to put them forward, 
to make much of them, to tell how 

wellthey appear, and to make com- 
parisons between them and old 
Christians to the disadvantage of 
the latter, can scarce fail of doing 
them great injury. It is directly 
adapted to fill them with a high 
conceit of themse)ves, of their own 
piety, and of their uncommon ex- 
periences, to shut their minds 
against the cautions and counsels 
of their fathers, to make them des- 
pisé the admonitions of age and 
experience, and to throw themselves 
into the arms of those who flatter 
them to their ruin. It is an in- 
spired direction on the subject of 
putting a man into the ministry, 
that he should be “ not a novice (or 
one newly converted) lest being 
lifted up with pride, he fall into the 
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condemnation of the devil.” And 
we think the reason of this direc- 
tion is equally applicable to the 
common practice of putting forward 
young converts to take a prominent 
part in meetings for conference and 
prayer. We would not, for the 
sake of avoiding this extreme, have 
the other extreme run into, and 
have entire silence imposed upon 
them. But we would have their 
treatment such, as, while it should 
encourage them to the discharge of 
every Christian duty, it should tend 
to make them, and especially those 
who are young in years as well as 
experience, modest, humble, teach- 
able,. sensible of their own igno- 
rance and imperfections, and dis- 
posed to pay that deference to the 
counsels of age and experience, 
which the scriptures enjoin, and 
which is so becoming in those who 
are but babes in Christ. 

13. Suffering the feclings to con- 
troul the yudgment. We are aware 
that this may be done insensibly, 
and without adopting it as a prin- 
ciple that it ought to be so. That 
it is very frequently done, we think 
there can be no doubt. It isa 
common remark, that men can ea- 
sily believe what they wish to be 
true. Im seasons of revival, we 
think there is special danger on 
this head; The feelings are then 
excited, in an unusu*l degree ; and 
the judgments we form under ex- 
cited feelings are not likely to be 
so correct as those which are form- 
ed with greater deliberation and 
calmness, Under excited feelings 
we are not in a situstion to look, 
with the same attention, at all the 
reasons of the case. Our feelings 
are liable to hurry us on to a con- 
clusion, before we have weighed all 
the circumstances. They are lia- 
ble to magnify some things beyond 
their proper bounds, and to dimin- 
ish others.in the same proportion 
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We think it of great importance, 
then, that Christi»ns at such a time, 
should recal to their minds those 
deliberate jadgments of truth and 
duty which they have formed in a 
calmer state, and which have beeh 
repeatedly examined in the light of 
scripture and experience, and be 
careful not to violate them now, 
because they may not entirely ac- 
cord with their present feelings.— 
To make feeling the standard of 
truth or duty, instead of reason and 
scripture, is to throw away the light 
of the sun, to follow a meteor of the 
night, which glares but to lead 
astray. We fearthat some go by 
their feelings wholly, and totally 
disregard every other rule. Aud 
we fear that a greater number have 
adopted the principle that our 
cooler judgments are the least to 
be deperided on in the things that 
pertain to a revival; and that the 
most judicious Christians, who are 
not the subjects of any peculiar ex- 
citement, are incompetent judges 
of propriety and impropriety in 
those that are. Such a. principle 
may be a convenient excuse for the 
extravagances into which we are 
liable to run, through rashness and 
misguided zeal; but the adoption 
of such a principle seems to lead 
directly to the disregard of the di- 
vine rule of ttying every thing by 
the law and the testimony. There 
may be danger, also, en the other 
side. A reluctance to do duty may 
leid to erroneous conclusions as to 
what duty is, and to a reliance upon 
insufficient excuses, which we have 
no doubt is often done. What we 
wish, is, to have you guard aginst 
dangers on every side,& to listen to 
the voice of reason, and scripture, 
and conscience, not suffering them 
to be overborne by the violence of 
passion, nor to be deadened by in- 
difference and sloth. 

14. Giving heed to impulses, im- 
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ressions, or supposed revelations. 
President Edwards, and other ex- 
cellent writers on Christian expe- 
rience and revivals of religion, have 
so fully and ably treated the subjeet 
of impulses and impressions, and 
so exposed the delusion of imagina- 
ry revelations, visions, dreams, and 
the like, that few, if any, have been 
found, im our denomination, for 
many years, who have been willing 
to be their avowed advocates. Yet, 
we think those umler our care are 
by no means free'from danger on 
this subject. That fondness for 
the marvellous, which exists in 
many minds, and the avidity with 
which they listen to any thing ex- 
traordinary, we think greatly ex- 
poses them to such delusions. Im- 
mediate inspiration was only neces- 
sary till the scriptures were com- 
pleted and placed within the reach 
of the churches, stamped with the 
divine seal, as the perfect rule of 
faith and practice. Miracles were 


only necessary to authenticate a 
claim to inspiration, and ceased 


when inspiration ceased, All pre- 
tensions to such things now, are 
directly contrary to the word of 
God, and are regarded by sober 
Christians as human imposture or 
the debisions of Satan. But, though 
none should claim to be inspired, 
or pretend to receive direet revela- 
tions, we think there are some 
things which so nearly resemble it, 
as ought to put Christians on their 
guard. ‘The increase of a spirit of 
prayer in any church we con- 
sider as affording strong ground 
of hope that God is about reviving 
his work ; but te predict the con- 
version of an individual, because of 
the peculiar feelings with which he 
has been prayed for ; to forctel a 
revival of religion iw a particular 
place, for the same reason ; to con- 
sider the prayers or the preaching 
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of particular men as dictated by 
the Holy Ghost ; or to consider an 
uncommon impression on the mind 
asa direction from heaven in the 
performance of duty ; are things 
to which we allude. Any thing 
that is viewed in the light ofa spec- 
ial communication of what God is 
about to do, or of what we ought to 
do, in whatever way it is supposed 
to be made, by dreams, visions, im- 
pulses, impressions, or otherwise, 
we think it highly dangerous to 
listen to, or regard ; inasmuch as 
it tends to set aside the scriptures 
as the only rule, and open a wide 
door for the delusions of Satan.— 
And we would exhort all under our 
care to guard against the introduc- 
tion of any such wild and delusive 
notions, to take the Bible as the 
only rule of faith and practice, and 
pray to God, not for new revela- 
tions, nor for inspiration, but for 
the sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit, to incline their hearts 
to receive the instructions and fo! 

low the directions of the holy scrif 

tures, and of them alone. 

15. Allowing any body and eve 
ry body to speak and pray in pro 
miscuous meetings, as they feel dis 
posed. This may be done with au 
idea that it has a bad effect, in 
time of revival, to call upon an in- 
dividual, and have him decline, or 
perform the part assigned him in « 
cold and formal manner ; and that 
none will volunteer unless thei: 
feelings are warm. And it may 
be done by one who presides at 4 
meeting, to avoid the responsibilit) 
of naming some individuals and no‘ 
naming others, which might some 
times create unpleasant feelings.— 
And it may be done, also, under tl 
idea that the opportunity should be 
given to those who are speciilly 
moved by the Spirit, to speak or 
pray, of which special movements 
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of the Spirit, the person presiding 
is not supposed to be capable of | 
judging,. unless he has the gift of 
discerning the spirits. We think 
the practice, however, is an unsafe 
one to adopt. Those who are the 
most forward to speak or pray, are 
not always the best qualified to do 
itin asuitable manner. ‘There are 
some persons, who are hopefully 
pious, but whose weakness and ig- 
norance is such, that they are apt 
to say and do things which are 
adapted to connect in the minds of 
others the most solemn things in 
religion with ideas of a ludicrous 
and disgusting nature ; and yet that 
very weakness and ignorance,which 
isso obvious to others, is unknown 
to themselves, and is the occasion 
of their forwardness. ‘Those who 
have the most of the true spirit of 
prayer, which is a meek, modest, 
humble, retiring spirit, will not be 
likely to put themselves forward ; 
while those who have the most 


spiritual pride, the highest conceit 


of theirown piety and engagedness, 
and will therefore be the most like- 
ly to put themselves forward, are 
not the most suitable persons to lead 
the devotion’ of others, or to speak 
to their profit. And if the prac- 
tice is once introduced, it will be 
likely to produce difficulties, in the 
end, of a serious nature. When it 
isonce established, ifthe settled 
pastor should feel it tobe ever so 
necessary to impose restraints, and 
check disorders, he will be im dan- 
ger of raising prejudices against 
himself by attempting to interpose. 
We think it safest, that the pastor, 
or in hisabsence, some one of the 
older members of the church, who 
may be present, should take the 
direetion of every meeting, and 
name such persons to speak and 
pray, as he shall think most to edi- 
fication. “Let all things be 
done decently and in order.” 
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16. Wrong means of exciting 
fear. We think there is enough 
in the Bible that is alarming in its 
nature, to which the attention of 
sinners may be properly directed, 
without resorting to any artificial 
means of our own contrivance. Yet, 
we apprehend that some, not con- 
tent with presenting scriptural top- 
ics in a scriptural manner, are in 
danger of resorting to other means, 
in order to clothe them with arti- 
ficial terrors, for the purpose of 
trying to give them grester effect. 
To tel] one who acknowledges him- 
self to be in an unconverted state, 
that he is in the way to destruction, 
and that unless he repents he will 
speedily perish, cannot be objected 
to; but, to tell such aone that 
“he will be in hell before twelve 
o’clock ;” to say to achild, “watch 
the sun, for you will be in hell before 
it goes down ;"’ to say to another, 
‘if you do not repent.«to-day, you 
will be in hell to-morrow ;” to say 
to an awakened sinner, in ordina- 
ry circumstances, “‘ your case is 
the most hopeless of any that I have 
ever seen,” or, “I have no doubt 
you are a reprobate, for you have 
every mark of a reprobate,” or, 
‘you are going right to hell, and 
there is no help for you.”” Such 
things, we think, are altogether 
unjustifiable. Such predictions 
and declarations we know not how 
to reconcile with truth ; and if we 
saw nothing objectionable in them; 
in that respect, we think they are 
adapted to do injury. They may, 
indeed, create a momentary terror, 
in some minds ; but the ultimate 
influence of them, we think, will 
be, to harden those who have been 
thus addressed, and lead them not 
only to despise such artificial ter- 
rors, but to be less accessible to 
the sober warnings contaimed in 
the Bible. 

17. Trying to make people an- 
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gry. When truth and duty are 
clearly presented to sinners, and 
they have feeling enough to make 
an application of them to their own 
case, it is to be expected they will 
feel displeased : Not always, per- 
haps, with him who presents these 
unpleasant subjects ; for they may 
be convinced that it is done in kind- 
ness, and with the best wishes for 
their good ; and, in that case, their 
displeasure may be with themselves. 
And this we think is the great poiut 
to be aimed at, in presenting un- 
pleasant subjects, and urging them 
upon the consciences of men, that 
they may see their own folly and 
guilt, end condemn themselves for 
it. But some are so unreasonable 
as to be displeased with the preach- 
er or the friend who urges these 
subjects upon them, though it is 


done with the kindest intentions, 
We think it is wrong to soften 
down, or conceal the truth, for the 
sake of pleasing men ; and if any 


preacher does please all sorts of 
hearers,we think that circumstance 
ought to lead him seriously to in- 
quire whether he has not failed in 
declaring the whole counsel of God. 
Yet, we ought not rashly to con- 
clude that the absence of open and 
violent opposition is a proof of un- 
faithfulness We think it quite 
possible for the consciences of men 
to be so thoroughly convinced of 
the truth, as to silence all open op- 
position, even though their hearts 
are not brought to submission.— 
But, while it is to be expected that 
the faithful declaration of the truth 
will offend some, we think it would 
be a great mistake to make it an 
object to give offence, and try to 
provoke the angry passions of men. 
‘To study harshness and abruptness 
of manner, in the pulpit, or in pri- 
vate conversation, for the purpose 
of giving offence, appears to be en- 
tirely contrary to the inspired di- 
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rection in meckness to give instruc- 
tion to opposers. And after have 
ing given offence by such a manner, 
to conclude that the opposition 
which is made is an evidence of 
our superior faithfulness, we think 
would be quite unwarrantable. 

Is. Talking much about oppo- 
sition. It isto be expected that 
the enemies of truth and righteous- 
ness should be grieved to witness a 
revival of true religion. And it 
can scarcely be expected that such 
a revival can take place, to any 
considerable extent, without being 
opposed, secretly or openly. But 
as we think it a fault in Christians 
to try to provoke and stir up oppo- 
sition, so we think it extremely in- 
judicious in them, when such oppo- 
sition is made, to try to drown it 
by raising a grext noise on their 
part. It will be more likely to ex- 
haust its rage, and die of itself, if 
let alone, than if fresh aliment 
is administered by raising the ery 
of persecution. We think it is the 
best policy, as well as the must 
agreeable to the spirit of the gos- 
pel, to bear injurious treatment of 
every kind, with meekness, and 
forbearance, and silence. It was 
when the enemies of the Lord Je- 
sus were most enraged against him, 
that he was the most silent and 
submissive under their injurious 
treatment, an example which bis 
disciples would do well to imitate. 

19. The affectation of familiar- 
ity with God inprayer. The pure 
spirits above are represented as 
veiling their faces before the Majes- 
ty ofheaven andearth. Holy men 
of old, when favoured with the 
clearest views of God, abased them- 
selves before him, with the deepest 
reverence. Penitent sinners are, 
indeed, encouraged to come boldly 
to the throne of grace, through 
faith in the blood of atonement, as 
children to a father. But it is 
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with child-like confidence they 
should come ; such confidence as 
becomes a dutiful and affectionate 
child, who respects his parent, and 
treats him asthe 5th commandment 
requires. It is not with such fa- 
miliarity a8 a man approaches his 
equal, much less with such inde- 
cent freedom as a well-bred man 
who respects himself would be 
ashamed to use towards any one, 
in the presence of others. ‘To af- 
fect a familiar, talking manner, in 
our public addresses to God, ap- 
pears to us to betray as much a 
want of good taste, as it does a 
want of right feelings towards God. 
It is adapted to disgust those who 
have a common sense of propriety, 
as itis to shock thore who are ac- 
custoined to treat their Maker with 
reverence, 

20. Lenguage of profaneness. 
When the name of God is used ir- 
reverently, we cannot bat consider 
it a breach of the third commoand- 
ment, even though it should 
done in praying or preaching. And 
we cannot see how its frequent 
repetition, as a mere expletive, for 
want of something else to say, can 
be considered in any other light 
than as taking the name of God in 
vain. And when itis used in the 
pulpit, for the same purpose that it 
is used by the profane swearer, 
merely to give force and energy to 
the expression, we see not why it 
should be considered profane in 
the one case, and not in the other. 
Yet, we believe it is used, in these 
exceptionable ways, by many at 
this day. ‘There is another spe- 
cies of language, which is some- 
times heard in religious addresses, 
which, to some, appears still more 
exceptionable, because it resem- 
bles the more vulgar sort of profane- 
ness. Itis the familiar use of the 
words devil, hell, cursed, damned, 
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and the like, with the same kind of 
tone and manner as they are com- 
monly heard from prof.ne lips. — 
We know not why one man should 
be thought profane, who says to 
others, in the streets, “‘ go to hell 
and be damned,” and another, who 
uses the same expression, in the 
pulpit with the same tone and man- 
ner,an example of uncommon piety 
21. Disregard of the distine- 
tions of age or station. The scrip- 
tures recognize these distinctions, 
and require us to regard them.— 
“ Honour thy father and mother,” 
said God on mount Sinai. “Thou 
shalt rise up before the hoary head, 
and honour the face of the old 
man,” wasa repetition of the same 
law. The New Testament is so 
far from setting aside this law, 


that itis repeated there, with ad- 
ditional injunctions. Though Tim- 
othy was an eminent young man, 
and invested with high authority, 
the direction to him is_ explicit: 


“ Rebuke not an elder, butentreat 
himas a father, and the youngest 
men as brethren ; the elder women 
as mothers; the younger as sisters, 
with all purity.” It was one of the 
eharges which our Lord brought 
against the Pharisees, that, under 
the pretence of discharging another 
religious duty, they set aside this 
commandment by their traditions. 
We cannot but regard it as an of- 
fence of the same kind, when men 
now, under pretence of Christian 
faithfulness, adopt the language 
of rudeness and disrespect towards 
the aged. Examples of what we 
mean, are such language as this, in 
the mouths of young men and 
boys: “ You old, grey-headed sin- 
ner, you deserved to have been in 
hell long ago”—* this old hypo- 
crite’’——“‘ that old apostate’”’—“‘that 
old grey headed sinner, who is 
leading souls to hell”— that old 
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gry. When truth and duty are 
clearly presented to sinners, and 
they have feeling enough to make 
an application of them to their own 
case, it is to be expected they will 
feel displeased : Not always, per- 
haps, with him who presents these 
unpleasant subjects ; for they may 
be convinced that it is done in kind- 
ness, and with the best wishes for 
their good ; and, in that case, their 
displeasure may be with themselves. 
And this we think is the great poiut 
to be aimed at, in presenting un- 
pleasant subjects, and urging them 
upon the coneciences of men; that 
they may see their own folly and 
guilt, end condemn themselves for 
it. But some are so unreasonable 
as to be displeased with the preach- 
er or the friend who urges these 
subjects upon them, though it is 
done with the kindest intentions, 
We think it is wrong to soften 
down, or conceal the truth, for the 
sake of pleasing men ; and if any 
preacher does please all sorts of 
hearers,we think that circumstance 
ought to lead him seriously to in- 
quire whether he has not failed in 
declaring the whole counsel of God. 
Yet, we ought not rashly to con- 
clude that the absence of open and 
violent opposition is a proof of un- 
faithfulness We think it quite 
possible for the censciences of men 
to be so thoroughly convinced of 
the truth, as to silence all open op- 
position, even though their hearts 
are not brought to submission.— 
But, while it is to be expected that 
the faithful declaration of the truth 
will offend some, we think it would 
be a great mistake to make it an 
object to give offence, and try to 
provoke the angry passions of men. 
To study harshness and abruptness 
of manner, in the pulpit, or in pri- 
vate conversation, for the purpose 
of giving offence, appears to be en- 
tirely contrary to the inspired di- 
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rection in meckness to give instruc- 
tion to opposers. And after have 
ing given offence by such a manner, 
to conclude that the opposition 
which is made is an evidence of 
our superior faithfulness, we think 
would be quite unwarrantable. 

18. Talking much about oppo- 
sition. Itisto be expected that 
the enemies of truth and righteous- 
ness should be grieved to witness a 
revival of true religion. And it 
can scarcely be expected that such 
a revival can take place, to any 
considerable extent, without being 
opposed, secretly or openly. But 
as we think it a fault in Christians 
to try to provoke and stir up oppo- 
sition, so we think it extremely in- 
judicious in them, when such oppo- 
sition is made, to try to drown it 
by raising a grext noise on their 
part. It will be more likely to ex- 
haust its rage, and die of itself, if 
let alone, than if fresh aliment 
is administered by raising the ery 
of persecution. We think it is the 
best policy, as well as the most 
agreeable to the spirit of the gos- 
pel, to bear imjurious treatment of 
every kind, with meekness, and 
forbearance, and silence. It was 
when the enemies of the Lord Je- 
sus were most enraged against him, 
that he was the most silent and 
submissive under their injurious 
treatment, an example which bis 
disciples would do well to imitate. 

19. The affectation of familiar- 
ity with God inprayer. The pure 
spirits above are represented as 
veiling their faces before the Majes- 
ty of heaven andearth. Holy men 
of old, when favoured with the 
clearest views of God, abased them- 
selves before him, with the deepest 
reverence. Penitent sinners are, 
indeed, encouraged to come boldly 
to the throne of grace, through 
faith in the blood of atonement, as 
children to a father. But it is 
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with child-like confidence they 
should come ; such confidence as 
becomes a dutiful and affectionate 
child, who respects his parent, and 
treats him asthe 5th commandment 
requires. It is not with such fa- 
miliarity as @ man approaches his 
equal, much less with such inde- 
cent freedom as a well-bred man 
who respects himself would be 
ashamed to use towards any one, 
in the presence of others. ‘To af- 
fect a familiar, talking manner, in 
our public addresses to God, ap- 
pears to us to betray as much a 
want of good taste, as it does a 
want of right feelings towards God. 
It is adapted to disgust those who 
have a common sense of propriety, 
as itis to shock thore who are ac- 
custoined to treat their Maker with 
reverence, 

20. Lenguage of profaneness. 
When the name of God is used ir- 
reverently, we cannot but consider 
it a breach of the third commond- 
ment, even though it should be 
done in praying or preaching. And 
we cannot see how its frequent 
repetition, as a mere expletive, for 
want of something else to say, can 
be considered in any other light 
than as taking the name of God in 
vain. And when itis used in the 
pulpit, for the same purpose that it 
is used by the profane swearer, 
merely to give force and energy to 
the expression, we see not why it 
should be considered profane in 
the one case, and not in the other. 
Yet, we believe it is used, in these 
exceptionable ways, by many at 
this day. ‘There is another spe- 
cies of language, which is some- 
times heard in religious addresses, 
which, to some, appears stil] more 
exceptionable, because it resem- 
bles the more vulgar sort of profane- 
ness. Itis the familiar use of the 
words devil, hell, cursed, damned, 
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and the like, with the same kind of 
tone and manner as they are com- 
monly heard from prof.ne lips.— 
We know not why one man should 
be thought profane, who says to 
others, in the streets, “ go to hell 
and be damned,” and another, who 
uses the same expression, in the 
pulpit with the same tone and man- 
ner,an example of uncommon piety. 

21. Disregard of the distine- 
tions of age or station. The scrip- 
tures recognize these distinctions, 
and require us to regard them. — 
“ Honour thy father and mother,” 
said God on mount Sinai. “Thou 
shalt rise up before the hoary head, 
and honour the face of the old 
man,” wasa repetition of the same 
law. The New Testament is so 
far from setting aside this law, 
that itis repeated there, with ad- 
ditional injunctions. Though Tim- 
othy was an eminent young man, 
and invested with high authority, 
the direction to him is_ explicit: 


“ Rebuke not an elder, butentreat 
himas a father, and the youngest 
men as brethren ; the elder women 
as mothers; the younger as sisters, 


with all purity.” It was one of the 
eharges which our Lord brought 
against the Pharisees, that, under 
the pretence of discharging another 
religious duty, they set aside this 
commandment by their traditions. 
We cannot but regard it as an of- 
fence of the same kind, when men 
now, under pretence of Christian 
faithfulness, adopt the language 
of rudeness and disrespect towards 
the aged. Examples of what we 
mean, are such language as this, in 
the mouths of young men and 
boys: “‘ You old, grey-headed sin- 
ner, you deserved to have been in 
hell long ago”—* this old hypo- 
crite’”’——“‘ that old apostate” —‘‘that 
old grey headed sinner, who is 
leading souls to hell”—*‘ that old 
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veteran servant of the devil,” &c. 
We fear that young converts, and 
even children, have been led to be- 
lieve, in some instances, that sach 
lauguage respecting their pareats 
and others, was commendable, and 
to think it a mark of faithfulness 
to use it boldly. Wethink, on the 
contrary, that the scriptures speak 
of it asa mark of great degeneracy, 
when “the child shall behave him- 
self proudly against the ancient, 
and the base against the honour- 
able.” 

29. Censuring, as unconverted, 
or as cold, stupid, and dead, those 
who are in good standing tn the vis- 
ible church. We fear that many 
have been led to think that the spir- 
it of censoriousness is a necessary 
part of the spirit of a revival, and 
that the best evidence of being 
anake is a disposition to ery out 
against the stupidity and coldness 
of others. But nothing is more 
different from those fruits of the 


Spirit which are enumerated in the 


scriptures, It appears to us an 
indication rather of spiritual pride, 
and self-confidence ; and when it 
accompanies a revival, we think it 
one of the greatest blemishes 
in the work, and one of the 
greatest hindrances to its progress. 
If we have reasons to fear that 
others are. ina cold, backslidden 
state, the temper of the gospel will 
not.lead us to proclaim it abroad, 
nor to denounce them as uncon- 
verted, but to go to them in the 
spirit of meekness, and labour with 
them in private. It certainly will 
not lead us to denounce orthodox 
churches and pious ministers by 
name, as “in the way to hell,” or 
as ‘“‘Achans in the camp of the 
Lord,” whose “character isas black 
as hell,” and declare that “the in- 
terests of religion require that they 
should be put down.” There is a 
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method practised by some, of cen- 
suring others in prayer, which we 
regard as more exceptionable stil), 
inasmuch as it prostitutes a most 
sacred duty to purposes of detrac- 
tion. In praying that God would 
make a minister faithful, there is 
no need of using such expressions 
as plainly imply ‘that both God aad 
the world know him to be noto- 
riously unfaithful. No Christicn 
can object to being prayed for in a 
manner which exhibits the temper 
of the gospel; but, under tht pre- 
tence to hold up to public notice, 
as cold, and stupid, and dead, and 
perhaps as a hypocrite, or an apos- 
tate,one whois im regular standing 
in the church of C hrist, we think 
no man in his sober senses can at- 
tempt to justify. 

23. Praying for persons by 
name,inan abusive manner. We 
see no particular advantage in call- 
ing out the names of particular 
persons or places, in midst of a 
prayer. We think, in ordinary ca- 
ses, a sufficient degree of definite- 
ness, as to the object of our peti- 
tions, can be expressed without it; 
and as it is unpleasant to some, 
and disturbs their devotions, we 
think it had better be avoided.— 
But it is not the mere mention of 
names, that we principally object 
to, It is the maunerin which par- 
ticular persons are held up to view 
whether with or without their con- 
sent previously obtained. If par- 
ticular persons, who are conscious 
to themselves that they are in an 
unconverted state, ask to be prayed 
for, in a public assembly, it is to be 
presumed that they wish it to be 
done in a kind and affectionate 
manner,.and not in the language 
of abuse. To array an impen- 
itent sinner before a public assem- 
bly, and describe his eharacter in 
such terms as would convey. to thie 
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hearers an idea that he is “an 
abandoned wretch,” to tell the Lord 
that a man prayed for ‘‘is full of 
hell, and his father was full of hel} 
before him, and his grand-father 
was full of hell before him ;” to ap- 
ply such language to him on such 
an occasion, as could not be used 
elsewhere without being consider- 
e1 defamitory, isscertainly without 
any justification from the example 
or the precepts of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

24. Imprecations in prayer. We 
think the imprecations recorded in 
the scriptures, in which inspired 


men prayed for the judgments of 


God upon particular individuals,are 
no example for our imitation.— 
They were uttered, ro doubt, by 
those holy men of old under the 
immediate direction of the Holy 
Spirit, and are not to be regarded 
as the expression of any malignant 
feelines. Doubtless we ought to 
pray thet individuals may be con- 
verted and saved, in the exercise 
of submission to the divine will and 
with a supreme desire that God 
would make that disposal of them 
that he sees most for his glory.— 
But, to pray for am individual that 
he may be converted or removed, to 
ask God to change his heart now, 
or else cut him offand send him to 
hell, to pray God “to seal the dam- 
nation of sinners this night,” or to 
u-e any other language which has 
the appearance of dictating to God, 
and invading his perogatives of 
mercy or judgment, we think en- 
urely wrong, and inconsistent with 
that fith in God which the per- 
fections of his character bind us to 
exercise, 

25, Denouncing as enemies to 


revinals those who do not approve of 


every thing that is done. Weare 
aware that differences of opinion 
exist among rea! Christians on the 
subject of revivals ; and that diffe- 
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rent measures have been adopted 
by different men for their promo- 
tion. And we think that Chris- 
tivn charity would lead us to be- 
heve that both ministers and pri- 
vate Christians may be sincere in 
their professions of friendship to 
revivals, although their views of 
the best means of promoting them 
should differ from ours. We ex- 
pect that those who differ from us 
m their opinions on this sibject 
will express their opinions freely, 
as is their undoubted right : and 
we have no wish to abridge their 
right of so doing, or to control the 
exercise of it. And we have no 
disposition to represent them a3 
enemies to revivals, because they 
differ from us with regard to the 
best means of promoting them.— 
And we wish to caution those un- 
der our care against the indulgence 
of such a disposition towards any. 
We think if a revival should exist 
among us, and other professed 
friends of revivals should appear 
not to think so highly of it as we 
do, or should be slow in forming 
their opinion, it would not be wise 
to ascrible it to their unbelief, and 
to denounce them as cold-hearted 
and stupm, and dead, and enemies 
to revivals. And if they should 
make objections toany of the means 
we adopt for promoting the work, 
and should state their objections 
calmly, we ought not to try to “stop 
their mouths,” but listen to their 
reasons, and give them all that con- 
sideration which the importance of 
the subject demands ; and not im- 
mediately treat them as enemies 
because they might not think as we 
do. We suppose that ministers 
and Christians have been sometimes 
denounced in this way, and some 
of the most eminent and successfi! 
ministers, too, bv ardent and incon- 
siderate men. from the notion 
their objections 


that 
would go 
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strengthen the hands of opposers, 
and encourage the enemies of re- 
religion. But we think the de- 
hunciations that are thrown out 
against such ministers and Christ- 
ims do more to strengthen the 
hands of opposers than all the ob- 
jections which they bring. It is 
virtually telling the enemies of re- 
ligion that they have such ministers 
and Christians on their side, in this 
matter ; than which nothing is bet- 
ter adapted to strengthen their 
hands. Whereas if they were told 
what is true, that these are the 
friends of revivals as well as we, 
and only differ from us in regard to 
some of the measures we pursue, 
the attempt to claim them as allies 
by the enemy would be defeated 


and silenced. 
[To be concluded. } 


—<=->_——_ 


From the Recorder and Telegraph. 


DOCTRINAL TRACTS, 


Messrs. Editors—I was pleased 
with the remarks of “brother Paul” 
in your paper of April 13th, m the 
communication headed Pedobap- 


tist Tracts. | have for several 
vears wished that a doctrinal Tract 
Society might be formed, which 
would publish and circulate with- 
out restraint, Tracts in vindication 
of those sentiments which we deem 
important, and which are by other 
denominations opposed, The doc- 
trines of the gospel are the founda- 
tion of all experimental and practi- 
cal religion, and were viewed all- 
important by the reformers, our 
puritan forefathers, and other great 
lights in the church, who were 
ever reedy to ‘‘ contend earnestly” 
for them, and to make every sac- 
rifice im their defence. The em- 
inently pious and great Mr. Ed- 
wards, speaking of the prevalence 
of Arminian sentiments in this coun- 
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try in his day, says they are “'threat- 
ening the utter ruin of the credit 
of those doctrines, which are the 
peculiar glory of the gorpel, and of 
the interests of vital piety.” The 
celebrated Whitfield calls the doc- 
trine ofelectiona precious doctrine, 
and urges a strenuous defence of 
It, 

But in this day of charity and 
catholicism, many seem disposed to 
give up the great doctrines of ihe 
gospel, or at least not to defend 
them, or to bring them much into 
view, lest it shoald interrupt that 
harmony and union between diftfe- 
rent denominations of Christians, 
which they appear to consider the 
most desirable, ‘They do not in- 
deed ws yet include Unitarians and 
Universalists, or view them as evan- 
gelical Christians. But then they 
view those as evangelical who re- 
ject some of the peculiar doctrines 
of Calvinism, and are cultivating a 
union with them. And to prevent 
an interruption of this union, these 
doctrines must be kept out of sight, 
or mentioned only incidentally.— 
Some years since, several denomi- 
nations, in a western State formed 
a union, one article of which was, 
that they should not, at their meet- 
ings, bring into view eny doctrine 
wherein they differed. A very re- 
spectaele clergyman, being called 
to preach before a society, compos- 
ed of. different denominations, ob- 
served that he “ supposed the 
ground, on which they met, was in 
some respects neutral ground. He 
therefore considered himself as pre- 
eluded by-the occasion from bring- 
ing into view some doctrines,which 
he believed to be of vital impor- 
tance, and which, in other circum- 
stances, he should have regarded 
it as a sacred duty to exhibit.” 

And the American Education 
and Tract Societies seem to be 
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arguments or reasons in pleading 
actingin some measure upon the 
same principle, and wish to unite 
in them as many denominations as 
possible, and not to discuss or bring 
prominently to view those points, 
on which they differ. Hence there 
seems to be great need ofa Doctri- 
nal Tract Society. For other de- 
nominations will not take this neu- 
tril ground. The Baptists have a 
Tract Society, which will not give 
up the privilege of publishing Tracts 
in favor of their peculi.r sentiments. 
The Methodists have their Tract 
Society designed to propogate their 
sentiments and to oppose Calvin- 
ism. And let any one read No 
35 oftheir Tracts, and he will see 
with what warmth C iyvinistic doc- 
trines are opposed. And shall we 
be silent, or blame others for vin- 
dicating their sentiments, if they 
think them agreeable to scripture, 
or accuse them of sectarianism for 
doing it? So long as any esteem 
their own denominition the most 
pure in doctrine and practice, they 
must desire that it should prevail ; 
and have a right, in all proper ways, 
to disseminate its doctrines. And 
while we allow them this liberty, 
shall we not vindicate our own sen- 
timents and practice, which we 
deem scriptural and highly impor- 
tant? Ifwe do not, what may we 
expect will be the consequence !— 
The human heart is naturally op- 
posed to the soul-humbling doc- 
trines of the gospel, and is disposed 
to reject them. But if they are 
clearly taught, and the understand- 
ing is enlightened and convinced, 
the understanding and conscience 
will be on the side of truth, and op- 
pose the corrupt bias of the heart. 
But if the mind is left uninformed 
upon these doctrines, what will 
prevent the prevalence of error ? 
Let therefore candid, but convinc- 
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ing doctrinal Tracts be printed and 
generally circulated. 
Peter. 


—_—~—- 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 


PLEADING IN PRAYER. 


Though much has been said and 
published on the subject of prayer, 
yet an essential quality of prevail- 
ing prayer has been very much 
neglected, both in theorf cud prac- 
tice. I refer to the use of accept- 
able and weighty arguments with 
the Supreme Being in our addies- 
ses tohim. Prayer has been styl- 
ed a solemn kind of intercourse 
with the Deity, and it is generaily 
admitted that it consists essentia!ly 
in pleading for divine favors. But 
it is a serious and practical inquiry, 
what is the nature of that pleading 
which moves the infinite Jehovah 
to hear and answer the prayers of 
ill-deserving creatures. And if we 
only examine the prayers of the an- 
cient saints which were heard aud 
answered in mercy, it will «pp: 
that, in the use of proper and ¢ 
most weighty arguments with ‘ 
in prayer, lay their moral powe: 
move the Eternal, as they frequen 
ly did, to vindieate his name, and 
accomplish his purposes of mercy 
towards his chosen. 

It is proposed, in this essay, to 
mention some ofthe most weighty 
arguments which can be used in 
prayer to God ; and show that in 
the proper use ofthese arguments 
lies the moral power of Christians 
to prevail with God to hear and an- 
swer them ia mercy. In order to 
prevail in prayer, it is obvious that 
Christians must feel as God feels 
in view of the beings and objects 
within the circle of their knowl- 
edge. And they must urge those 
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for blessings, which actually and 
chiefly move God to bestow his: fa- 
vors. Wehy then did God create 
mon? What moved him to give 
his Son to die and make «tonement 
for the sins of mankind? Why 
does he bestow his grace in the 
conversion of sinners, and what 
moves him to bestow the innumer- 
able temporal and spiritual favors, 
which, from age to ge, have flow- 
ed from his hands ? In the sevip 
tures we hve an explicit answer to 
these questions. At the time of 
predicting the great temporal and 
831 itu 'l blessings which he intend- 
ed to gr nt his chosen people, God 
inspired the prophet Ezekiel to de- 
clare unto them, the following fact. 
“Thus s:ith the Lord God, Ido 
not this for your sakes, O house of 
Israel: but for my holy name’s sake 
which ye have profaned among the 
heathen whether ye went. And I 
will sanctify my creat name which 
was profaned among the heathen, 
which ye have profaned among 
them: and the heathen shall know 
that TF am the LORD, saith the 
LORD GOD, when © shali be sanc- 
tified in you before their eyes. For 
T will t:ke you from among the 
heathen, and gather you out of all 
countries, and will bring you into 
your own land.” In the same con- 
nexion God informed his people 
the 
primary reason of his favors towards 
who bore his nome. He 
ays, “But [ had pity for mine holy 
name which the house of [sr el 
had profaned among the heathen 
whither they went.” From these 
divine declarations, as well as from 
the wholé current of scripture, it is 
obvious that God has constantly a 
supreme regard to his own glory 
and interests, in bestowing merey 
as well s in sending judgments 
spon mankind. There is nothing 


more particularly respecting 


1 > 
taose 
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incredible in this, for God certain 
ly ought to regard chiefly the 
greatest and most import nt ob- 
jects and interests. Since the dis- 
homour, disgrace and contempt 
which sin hes cast upon the per- 
fections, wo:d and works of God, 
is a natural evil unspeakably great- 
er thn all other watural evils, so 
God ought to have an unspeak bly 
greater regard tothe vindication of 
his own honor, than to the interests 
of his creatures. Accordingly, it 
is chiefly for hes name's sake, for his 
on sake, and for his glery, that 
in the scriptures, he is said to per- 
form his joyful and terrible acts of 
mercy md judgment. Therefore, 
To ‘esire both temporal and spir- 
itual favors chiefly for the sake of 
promoting the honor, glory and in- 
terests of Jehovoh 5 ond of remov 
ing the dishonor, reproach and 
contempt which rests upon his 
perfections. word, and works, is 
unquestionably the most plea ing 
desire, snd the most weighty argue 
ment. that can be urged in prayer 
to God for any of his favors. This 
argument ought to have the mosi 
prominent place im our hearts ond 
expressions, and must have, before 
our prayers can ever become prop- 
er reasons why God should hea: 
and answer us in mercy. And as 
much mote important as the holi- 
ness and happiness, the honor, glo- 
ry, and interests of the infinite Je- 
hovahare, than those of all crea- 
tures who re “nothing, less than 
nothing and vanity” in the com- 
parison ; so much more weight has 
this argument in prayer to God,than 
any or all others which respects 
only to the interests of creatures. 
The eternal holiness and happi- 
ness of mankind, simply consider- 
ed, is a proper object of desire, and 
a consideration worthy of being 
urged as an argument in prayer te 
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God. Though, in comparison with 
the holiness and happiness of De- 
ity, the interests of all «reatures 
have but very little importance ; 
yet they have some real importance. 
God has a tender regard for all his 
rational and immortal offsp: ing, and 
desires their holiness and happi- 
ness, while he depricates their sin 
and misery. He perfectly knows 
how much holiness and happiness 
every one that is saved will expe- 
rience «nd enjoy ; and how much 
misery every one that is lost will 
exercise and sufler. And he has 
expre-sed his desires for the holli- 
ness and happiness, and pity in 
view of the sin .nd misery. of m:n- 
kind, in very pathetic language in 
his word. “How shall I 
up, Evhraim? How shall I deliver 
thee, Istuel 2? Mine heart is turned 
within me, my repentings are kin- 
died together. Oh that there were 
such an heart in them, that they 
would fear me, and keep all my 
commandment: always,that it might 
be well with them. and with their 
children forever. Oh that they 
were wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider their 
latter end.” From these and many 
other similar passages of scripiare, 
as well as from plain facts in divine 
Providence, it is evident, that God 
greatly desires the salvation of ev- 
ery one of his rational creatures, 
simply considered. And those, 
who know the worth of n immor- 
tal soul, and urge this consider®- 
tion with proper motives as an ar- 
gument in prayer to God, plead 
with an argument that will not be 
disregarded. It will have its due 
influence in moving God to hear 
and answer in mercy. 

The present prosperity of the 
church and world, both temporal 
and spiritual, simply considered, i 
a proper subject of desire, and may 


cive thee 
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be pleaded as an argument in 
prayer, without the fesy of being 
disregerded by our heavenly Fa- 
ther. God regards, with imp: rtia] 
affection, all the interests of both 
r- tional and irrational creatures.— 
‘Though temporal interests, simply 
conside ed, bear but a small pro- 
portion to the interests of immortal- 
ity ; and the interests of creatures 
to those of the great Creator ; yet 
every object that has re impor- 
ply considered, should be 
properly regarded. Every such 
object will certainly have its proper 
inflcence, when pleaded as an ar- 
gument in prayer. to an impartial 
and disinterested Being. But the 
native impo: tance of some abjects, 
bears but a small proportion to their 
relutive importance. The tempo- 
ral. pro-perity of Zion is connected 
with her eternal interests. And 
the salvation of the elect, is essen- 
tial to the glory and blessedness of 
God. In this light, these objects 
have unspeakably more importance. 
This relation, or connexion, gives 
great weight to many objects,which, 
simply considered, are trivial. 

The continuance of the life and 
health of Gen, Washington was ar- 
dently prayed for by the American 
Though his life, simply 
considered, was of small impor- 
tance in comparison with other 
objects; yet they conceived it to 
be convected with and necessary 
to the deliverance of three millions 
of people from oppression and ser- 
vitude, and the establishment of 
free inquiry and investigation on 
religious subjects. in these United 
States. And these blessings they 
viewed as intimately connected 
with the prosperity of the cause of 
truth and righteousness. ‘This re- 
iation gave such weight to ther 
arguments, that they prevuled with 
the Ged of armies, who protected 


tenc 


people . 
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and guarded the object of their de- 
sires, in safety, through the most 
imminent dangars. 

‘hat the moral power of Christ- 
ians fies in the proper use of the 
most weighty arguments in prayer 
to evident from the divine 
declarations respecting prayer,—- 


Ras) a *s 
a0uG, 1 


The first petition in the form of 


prayer, which our Lord txught his 
disciples, is, “ Flallowed be thy 
name.” The second and third 
are like unto it: “ Thy kingdom 
come ; thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.’ The form closes 
with this ascription, ‘‘ For thine is 
the kingdom, the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
Which implies a desire, that God 
would glorify himself with his 
whole kingdom of creatures. This, 
indeed, is the leading desire and 
prominent feature of the whole 
prayer. With this sentiment ex- 
actly agrees the first and primary 
low of God’s moral kingdom, which 
is, “‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, with all thy 
soul, mind and strength,” In 
another pl ce we are expressly com- 
minded, whether we eat, or drink, 
or whatever we do, to do all to the 
g'ory of God, or with a supreme 
desire for the promotion of his glo- 
ry an? interests, Christ said to his 
disciples, “And whatsoever ye shall 
ask in my name,” that is, in hon- 
or of his name, “that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.” To ask any thing witha 
supreme regard to the honour of 
Christ, would be to henor the Fa- 
the in or through the Son. AndGod 
will certainly hear nd answerevery 
sucii prayer, according to its ulti- 
mate desire. From these divine 
declarations, it is evident, that God 
requi-es a supreme and constant 
revard to his own glory, in every 
prayer that is made by his creatures. 
And .o every prayer, whether for 
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temporal or spiritual blessings, tha 
is made with such a desire, he has 
made explicit and abundant prom- 
ises. But every person, who “ turn- 
eth away his ear from hearing the 
law” which requires a constant and 
supreme regard to the glory of God, 
even his prayer shall be abomina- 
tion.” 

Prayers which contain the most 
weighty arguments, are also proper 
reasons, why God should bestow 
his special favors. When prayer 
is made from selfish motives, and 
the real arguments are urged on 
selfish principles, they are proper 
reasons, why God should withhold 
his special favors and send his judg- 
ments. God said expressly to his 
ancient people, ‘““I'o what purpose 
is the multitude of your sacrifices. 
Bring no more vain oblations, in- 
cense is an abomination unto me. 
And when ye spread forth your 
hands I will hide mine eyes from 
you, yea when ye make many 
prayers, I will not hear.” The 
more ardently any person desires 
an object, from improper and sel- 
fish motives, the greater reason 
there is, why he should not be heard 
in mercy. But the stronger the 
desire, when the motive is pure, 
and the more weighty the argu- 
ments ; the more suitable and fit it 
is, that such prayers should receive 
the approbation of heaven. It is 
certainly proper for God to regard 
what is morally excellent, and ac- 
cording to itsexcellence. Though 
he cannot consistently with his ho- 
liness express his approbation of 
selfish desires; yet he can and 
does express his approbation of 
those, which are disinterested and 
weighty. 

To prove that the moral power 
of Christians to move God to hear 
their requests, lies in their using 
proper and the most weighty argu- 
meuts, it need only be added, that 
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this proposition accords with fact. 
We have a noble example of this, 
in the case of Moses, whose prayer 
saved the whole congreg: tion 
Israel from instant destruction, at 
the time of their worshipping the 
golden calf. % And the Lord said 
unto Moses, I have seen this peo- 
ple, and, behold, it is a stiff-necked 
people: Now therefore let me 
alone, that my wrath may wax hot 
against them, and that | may con- 

ime them: end I will make of 
thee a great nation. And Moses 
—_ the Lord his God, and 

id, Lord, why doth thy wrath 
wax hot ag: ainst thy peop le, which 
thou hast brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt with great power, 
and witha mighty hand. Where- 
fore should the Egyptiens speak 
and say, for mischief did he 
them out, to slay them in the moun- 
tains, and to consume them from 
the face ofthe earth. Turn from 
thy fierce wrath, and repent of this 
evil against thy people. Remem- 
ber Abraham, [saae and Israel thy 
servants, to whom thou swearest by 
thine and saidst unto 
them, L will multiply your seed as 
the stars of heaven ; and all this 
land that I have spokon of will f 

tive unto your seed, and they shall 
inher it it forever. And the Lord 
repented of the evil which he 


bring 


own self, 


thought to do unto his people.””—— 
Uhough God had expressed a dis- 


position to cut off instantly from 
earth and from heaven, a multitude 
of people among whom were all his 
own kindred ; yet, from his prayer 
it appears, that the chief burden 
upon the mind of Moses, was the 
reproaches against God, which such 
an event would be likely to ocea- 
sion among the heathen nations.— 
God had just made a peculiar dis- 
play. of his vengeance, in destroy- 
ing the Egyptians’: This event 
had very much excited the atten- 


of 
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tion and feelings of the idolatrous 
world. The nations of the earth, 
end the Egyptians in particular, 
would be likely to seek for oppor- 
tunities to reproach the Being, who 
had caused them to see and feel his 
sovereigniy and just displeasure.— 
This Moses saw and felt. And 
still further to evince the disinter- 
estedness he said to 
God, on lis return from the peo- 
ple, “Oh, this people have sinned 
« great sin, and have made them 
gods of gold; yet now if thou wilt 
forgive their sin, and if not, blot me 
I pray thee out of the book which 
thou hast written.’ We have the 
testimony of Moses himself, that 
‘the Lord hearkened unto him’’ 
in his request. Such power with 
God had a single man, when, with 
truly disinterested motives, he zeal- 
ously urged such weighty argu- 
ments In prayer. 

Another prominent example of 
successful prayer, is that of Elijah’s, 
when fire come down at his request 
and consumed the burnt sicrifice, 
and the stones of the altar, with an 
abundance of water in the trench 
of it. “And it came to pass at the 
time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet 
came near, and said, Lord God of 
Abraham, Isaac and of Israel, let 
it be known this day that thou art 
God in Israel. Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me, that this people may know 
that thou art the Lord God, and 
that thou hast turned their heart 
back again. Then the fire of the 
Lord fell and consumed the burnt 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up 
the water that was in the’ trench.’ 
The chief argument in this prayer, 

was, that God would hear and an- 
swer to vindicate his name, and 
take away the reproach which had 
been cast upon it by an idolatrous 
people. 


of his motives, 
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Another memorable example of 
pleasing and success/ul prayer to 
God, may be seen in the history of 
Hezekiah. When Sennacherib. 
with a very numerous army, had 
invaded and thre tened Jerusalem 
“ Hezekiah prayed untothe Lord, 
saying, .O Lord of host, 
Israc!. that dwelleth between the 
cherubims, thou art the God, even 


thou alone, of all the kingdoms of 


the « rth; thou bast made heaven 
and earth. Incline thine ear, O 
Lord ond hear ; open thine eyes, O 
Lord and see; and hear all the 
words of Sennacherib which he bath 
sent to repro.ch the living God.— 
Of a truth, Lord. the kings of As- 
syria have laid waste all the nations, 
and their countries, and have cast 
their gods into the fire: for they 


were no gods, but the work of 


men’s hands, wood end stone: 
therefore they have destroyed them, 
Now, therefore, O Lord our God, 
save us from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know 
that thou art the Lord, even thou 
only.” Immediately after this 
prayer, God sent his prophet Isaiah 
to inform Hezekiah, that it was 
heard, and would be answered ac- 
cording to his request. 

To these examples may be sdded 


the fervent and weighty priyer of 


Daniel, for the people of God, who 
were in captivity at Babylon. 
“ Now, therefore, O our God, hear 
the prayer of thy servant, and his 
supplic tions, and cause thy fice to 
shine upon thy sanctuary, that is 
desolate, for the Lord’s sake. O 
my God, incline thine evr, und 
hear ; open thine eyes and behold 
our desolations, and the city which 
is called by thy name: O Lord, 
hear, O Lord, forgive, O Lord 
kearken and do; defer not for 
thine own sake, O my God : for thy 
city and thy people are called by 
thy name.” This prayer was so 


God of 


ple»sing to God, that he immediate- 
ly sent Gabriel to inform Daniel, 
that he was greatly beloved, and to 
reveal the divine purposes to him 
respecting the deliverance of Is 
rael. 

These are a true specimen 
of the successful prayers of saints 


which are recorded by the pen of 


inspiration. And they prove, in- 
controvertibly, that the moral pow- 
er of Christians to prevail with God 
in prayer, lies in the proper and 
f-ithful use of the most disinterest- 
ed nd weighty arguments at thi 
throne of grace. 
[ le be concluded. } 
entities 
For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE MINIS- 

TRY. 

A Fragment. 

There was a time when the dis- 
pensers of Christianity needed not 
the efficiency of human wisdom to 
produce upon those they addressed 
a deep and jrresistible impression 
when, poor in every thing but 
faith, and ignorant of all but the 
truth which makes free, they could 
stand up before the gazing multi 
tude, and me!t tiem into love and 
obedience to their M ster, by the 
spontaneous effusions of a simple 
unpremeditated eloquence ; and 
when, too, with the utmost facility, 
they could proclaim to the differ- 
ent tribes of the eurth, the wonder- 
ful works of God, without pvevious- 
ly toiling through the long and dil- 
ficult process of acquiring r their re- 
spective languages. But the age 
of miracles has gone by; and with 
it, that daring spirit of persecution, 
which pointed the sword at the in- 
fant Saviour, and endeavoured to 
extinguish his religion by the blood 
of its propagators. A dispensation 
has succeeded, accompanied with 
far different privileges and requisi- 
tions. He who once went forth 
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on his perilous enterprise, at the 
vord of tife and allth t life holds 

ir, now, if he is what he should 
frequently commands even the 
javoluntary homage of the enemics 
to the message he 


bears. But he 


isnot always what he should be. 
tr 
| 


A fearful error has prevailed, the 
pernicious influence of which 
It is the 


error which supposes, that the pres- 


, 


not yet ceased to be felt 
for dis ensing 
are not materially dif- 


ent qualifications 
Christlanity, 
fere st from those which its minis- 
ters were taught to seek, at a time, 

they w sheep In 
he mid 
that the 
meats i 
cultivated 
seq 1ently 
otuer profession, may find employ- 
ment in the ministry—a delusion 
which obviously mistakes the age ; 
which maintains that a thing will 
continue, after the reasons for its 
continu: nce 


nt forth a- 
st of wolves ; which affirns 


sume superuatural endow- 


intellect, and that con- 
he who is unfit for any 


ceased to exist ; 
ani is as derogatory to the charac- 


1 
* have 


r of him who cherishes it 
to the 


is it is 
interests of the 
The aspect of society has greatly 
changed, 
ward for ages, collecting in its 
march the embellishments of taste, 
and the lights of science, till it hos 
overspread the land with the tro- 
phies of learning, and filled with 
intelligence almost every depart- 
meut of life. And shall every pro- 
fession of a worldly policy be sus- 
tained by the brightest and noblest 
powers with which man is gifted, 
and the sacred ministry, which ne- 
gotiates between man and his Ma- 
an office the most dignified 
and the most momentous that falls 
to the lot of humanity; which 
touches and bears upon all the 
springs of our moral and intellect 


It has been going for- 


’ 
ker : 


» sti!] to take the place of 


the Ministry. 
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ual nature—be the receptacle of 


£8 
a iess 


—the last résort of inactive 
aud untaught minds? Shall the 
business of our earthly enterprise 
demand the results of along con 
tinued preparation, and receiv: 
mighty combination of mental 
achievements united with the deeps 
estenergies of the sou), and he 
who leads forth the armies of Christ 
to the contest for an immortal 
crown, be undisciplined and uns 
skilful? ‘This ought not so to be, 
It must not be so =n an age like 
this, which takes nothing upon 
trust ; which isever doubting, and 
enquiring, and multiplying objec- 
tions, and which combines in its 
reasonings, the power of a fascinae 
ting eloquence with all the accu- 
mulated treas»res of physical and 
mora! truth ; wihrat can religion ac- 
complish, if those who are called 
to lead in her councils, and offici- 
ate in her temples, are not ‘ble and 
energetic defenders of her faith— 
men who will substitute true piety 
for fanaticism, and the forms of a 
substantial rhetoric for wild decla- 
mation on the one hind, and a 
naked, unsympathising logic, on 
the other? Not that every one 
who enters the pulpit, must of ne- 
cessity be an orvtor or a man of 
genius ; but that none should en- 
ter there, without feeling its sol- 
emn and imperious demands for 
the highest cultivation of all his 
mental, «s well as moral capacities. 
Not that such a devolopment of his 
powers Is any thing without the 
Spirit of God; but tkat God is 
ple sed to bless it «s a means of 
accomplishing his designs of mer- 
cy to a world lying in wickedness 
The efficiency of the pulpit depends 
npon it; the present state of soci- 
ety emphetically calls for it; the 
interests of the church demand it. 
It is then a matter of regret, that 
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erroneous views of the important 
bearing of high intellectual attain- 
ments upon the administration and 
spread of Christianity, have ever 
been entertained ; that not a few 
have placed such unjustifiable stress 
upon miraculous excitements, and 
endulged such unwarrantable ex- 
pectations of supernatural assis- 
tance, as to excuse themselves from 
the task of ‘adding to virtue, knowl- 
edge.’ For both reason and ex- 
perience declare, thit the separa- 
tion between them is a most un- 
wise and unnatural divorcement 
It is only when they act in concert, 
that ‘affuirs of great pith and mo- 
ment’ to the church, are achieved. 
He only, who cultivates each, and 
causes them to unite in one strong 
current co-oporation, is prepared 
to put forth his hand, and accelle- 
rate the motions of that mighty 
machinery, which is working out 
the renovation of the nations. 
S. B. 
FS PS BR VR) Pe Owe 
POETRY. 


FROM A SCOTCH PAPER. 
A DREAM. 


Sleep hath ws own world 
And awide realm of wild realily.--Byron. 


I felt that my death hour was come; 

' strove to pray—lI strove to weep— 
Butthe winds stuck in my parched throat, 

And the lean flesh did coldly creep— 
So horrible it was to die, 

At midnight in my lonely sleep, 


I heard the rattle in my throat, 
And then I surely knew 

That I should die; and then the dark 
Death-angel o’er me flew— 

Oh God! how cold I felt that shade 
As it broad and broader grew, 


Like a drowning man, | downward sank 
Within that horrid sea ; 

The cold waves, gurgling in mine ear, 
Did rash all fearfully ; 

Then, o’er my heart the death-spasm fell, 
Aud I shrieked convulsively, 


Poe try 


Jury 
And now T knew that I had died : 


For lighter than the wind, 

} passed the sun—yea, all the stars 
Did glimmer far behind— 

A lone and bodyless thing, I swept 
The universe uvconfined. 


Oh, many a happy thing I saw 
Fioat on their glittering wings- 

Fiinging their fleshleas fingers o*et 
Their harps of goldeo strings--- 

All unawares, I lingered there 
To drink their murmurings. 


All unawares, Tf prayed to God, 
Charmed by that starry spell, 

Amid that land of happy things, 
Whose tones so wildly feil— 

All unawares, I prayed that there 
Lever more might dwell. 


But darkness gathered o'er me then, 
Anil shuddered fearfully ; 

For the great judgment throne was se 
Far on the flaming sky, 

And earthly erimes my fears awoke, 
And | prayed that I might die, 


+ 


Like the sear leaf, borne on the storm, 

1 whirled on, 

Where tens of thousands burning gonc:, 
Bezirt that great white throne ; 

A diadem of stars, far o’er 
The universe they shone. 


So was 


I turned me to the judgment throne~ 
But blasted grew my sight, 

Like him who gazes on the san 
Unsufferably bright— 

I shrunk in darkness, aud in fear 
From that great throne of light. 

[ saw the skeletons of men 
Float past the darkening sun ; 

And the blue stars looked ghastly wan-« 
Their race of light was run ; 

The moon swept by, like a ball of blood 
And sunk ia that burning solitude. 


Then rose so wild, so loud a wail—- 
So horrible a sigh— 

Like a thousand thunders breaking, 
And rolling in the sky ; 

That wail was natare’s funeral dirge 
The damned spirits’ cry. 


That cry so wild, my blood so chilled, 
It was like ice upon a stream ; 
And thus | woke and blessed God 
That all was but—-aA muipyicni 
DREAM ; 
But from that moment, I began 
To be an altered aud a holy man 





